
 
 

Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee  

Meeting Notes 
Amherst Town Hall 

February 13, 2013 
 

1. Stephanie Ciccarello, Amherst Sustainability Coordinator, welcomed everyone to the meeting.    

Attending: Cheryl Wilson, Anne Williamson, Carl Mailer, Becky Reid, Felix Lufkin, Juliet 

Carvajal, John White, Sydney Katz, and John Gerber (recording). 

 

2. Stephanie called for reports from our four subcommittees: 

 350 Garden Challenge: John White gave a brief report on the Garden Challenge. A 

group including the Master Gardeners met on Monday to pan the Gardening 101 

workshop.  Tripper O’Mara is working on a Living Classroom event to be held at the 

UMass Permaculture Garden.  John White will organize volunteers for the April 27 

Sustainability Event.  John Gerber will create a booth display board.  Three events 

are planned: 

i. Gardening 101 workshop – April 18 

ii. Sustainability Festival – April 27 

iii. Living Classroom at UMass – April 28 

iv. Seed Saving Workshop – Fall 2013 

 

 Amherst School Project – Sarah Berquist sent a written report (attached) 

 

 Gleaning and Cooking project – Stephanie suggested that we start working on this 

fall project after the spring Garden Challenge.  One of the new components of this 

work might simply be to identify farms that may be gleaned and make this news 

available online.   

 

 Shovels to Share – Gabor Lukas, John White and John Gerber met to discuss this.  

John Gerber will work on a web based method to share gardening tools.   

 

3. Stephanie reported that WGBY is organizing an Asparagus Festival on June 2 at Seven Sisters 

Bison Farm and Café in Hadley.  She would like us to table at the event and create an activity 

for kids (Michelle Chandler has ideas).  We need someone to coordinate volunteers and 

organize the kids actvities.  John Gerber will make sure the educational booth is there.  WGBY 

would like “meaningful” speakers.  We suggested Kathy Harrison, Sharon Astyk, Leslie 

Carrier, Clare Hopley, Ben Lester.   



 

4. John White reported on grant opportunities.  He suggested we explore a philanthropist he 

found in Parade Magazine who is offering $1,000 for community development.  He is in touch 

with the Rotary Club which may consider a $500 request to help support the project.  John will 

also contact the Amherst Club.  Stephanie reported that the BID has $1,000 grants to improve 

the downtown business district.  

 

5. John White is working on a potential fiscal sponsor.  More to follow.   

 

6. Felix Lufkin reported on his progress in Northampton planting public places with the Help 

Yourself Project.  They raised $6,000 through a Kickstarter Campaign to fund planting of food 

trees and vines on the bike path and in other public space.  They will be meeting with town 

officials for approval.  Cindy Katz reported that some private gardens register “over-productive” 

trees that are open for the public in Oakland, CA.   He also said that the group can become a 

state level non-profit relatively easily but donors can’t deduct their financial contributions.   

 

7. Felix reported that the America the Beautiful Fund which might provide free seed packets.  

Anne is also looking this as well.  He also suggested that the Help Yourself Project might be 

able to provide some fruit trees for Grow Food Amherst.  

 

8. Several people are interested in seed saving and seed sharing.  CindyKatz reported that many 

town in California are using public library to share saved seed.  Cummington has an active seed 

library.  GFA will have a workshop in the fall on seed saving.  Several people thought seeds 

might be offered by local seed companies.   

 

9. John White wondered if we can approach local businesses for fiscal support.  Stephanie will 

reschedule Alex Krough-Grabbe to discuss this in the future.   

 

10. Becky Reid reported that a subcommittee met recently to organize the Gardening 101 

workshop, which is scheduled for April 18.   The Master Gardeners of Western Massachusetts 

will be the speakers.  Cheryl Wilson is on the Board and has their approval to partner with GFA.  

Becky will work on this project with Michelle Chandler.  Stephanie is checking with DPW to 

see if they can provide resources.  Felix said Hampshire College has free mulch materials off of 

Bay Rd.   (Traveling toward Atkins is it a left turn onto a gravel road before you get to the Eric 

Carle and another left at blue barn).  John Gerber will schedule a meeting of the 350 Garden 

Challenge subcommittee on either Tuesday or Thursday, the week of February 25.   

 

11.  Publicity Update: 

 

 Stephanie reported that Tripper has “half a logo” and is close to finishing  

 Stephanie is working with the UMass Permaculture videographer on completing a 

rough draft of a 1.5 minute video by the week of February 25 

 March 18 is the launch of the 350 Garden Challenge.  Stephanie will create a press 

release and we’ll use social media. 

 John Gerber is working on the registration form on the web page and will continue 

to promote the Facebook and web page.   

 

12. The next meeting of Grow Food Amherst is March 13 at 12:00noon – 1:30pm 

in the Town Meeting of Town Hall.   All are welcome! 



 

Sarah Berquist’s Report on the School Project 

Here is my update regarding Permaculture in the Pioneer Valley (Agenda item 

4.2: 

 

The class: Permaculture in in the Pioneer Valley is moving forward a little 

bit more each week - baby steps. We had our first class 1/25. We are a 

motivated group of about 12-13 students (mostly UMass and about 3 from 

Hampshire College) meeting weekly on Fridays and once/week in small "working 

groups." 

 

The idea is through introduction to basic principles of 

permaculture, students will use permaculture as a tool for community 

engagement by building and strengthening relationships with local 

elementary schools: Crocker Farm School, Wildwood Elementary School, and Fort 

River Elementary School. Each "working group" of 3-4 students will be 

focusing on one school, working intimately with them on the following:  

a. planning an academic activity, presentation, or game relevant to 
local food/permaculture/gardening and  

b. implementing small scale garden and using the schools as venues 
to practice permaculture design principles. 

 

We will be looking at ways to be involved in greater community 

projects, and at the very top of my "to-do" list  is to get all our  

students to register for GFA asap. The students are familiar with GFA as well 

as 350 Garden challenge projects and in the weeks to come we'll be 

identifying and articulating goals and seeing how and where they overlap with 

the mission of GFA and 350 garden challenge. 

 

My role in the project is course facilitator/organizer. PC in the PV 

is grateful for the support from UMass Auxilary Enterprises as well as 

Stockbridge School of Agriculture. 

 

Please let me know if you have any ideas, feedback, or questions and 

I'd be happy to continue the conversation via email. Hope to attend the next 

meeting, and again apologies for my absence! 

 

Thank you for all the fabulous organizing and hard work y'all are 

putting into this great project and John especially for organizing all these 

meetings, keeping us all in the loop, and keeping the momentum moving forward 

with the website and web-magic that you do! 

 

Have a great meeting! 

 

Sarah 

berquist.sarah@gmail.com 

 

 


