
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 

March 26, 2014 

 
Attending: David Lovler, Sue Morello, Mary Jo Maffei, Aaron Drysdale, Rebecca Fricke, Emma Golden, 

Aaron E.,  Gabor Lukas, Marina Templeton, Jonathan Mirin, David Ziomek, Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), 

and John Gerber (recorder).   

Announcement: David Lovler has seeds for sale from Good Seeds (Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds).  Contact 

him at; howitallvegan@yahoo.com 

1.  Following introductions John reported on the school program on behalf of Sarah Berquist.  Sarah 

and Aaron Drysdale conducted a root vegetable taste testing activity with colorful carrots and water 

melon radishes at a 2
nd

 grade class in Wildwood School, with roots from Winter Moon Farm.  They 

will be doing a pea planting activity soon discussing the life cycle of the pea with the same class.   

2.  Mary Jo Moffei and Sue Morello reported on progress toward creating a garden at the Rolling 

Green Apartments.  They were asked to write a proposal for the management and expect approval 

soon.   They will call a meeting of residents and they have drafted a contract for the residents to 

sign before participating.   Sue and Mary Jo plan to support the residents for two years and 

hopefully the residents will take over responsibility over time.    

3. Sue Morello spoke about the workshop to be offered this Saturday, March 29 at 12:00 Noon at the 

Amherst Winter Farmers’ Market on the Valley Zero Waste Project.   

4. Gabor Lukas is hosting a workshop on permaculture design on Saturday at 44 Beston St., Amherst.     

5. John Gerber spoke about the public forum planned for April 10 at the Jones Library that GFA is 

sponsoring to discuss the proposed purchase of the Fort River Farm. 

6. Rebecca Fricke reminded the group to attend the GMO presentation on April 15 at Amherst Town 

Hall. 

7. Aaron Drysdale, Chair of the Sharing Garden Project, reported briefly on the proposal.  The concept 

is to grow food together (give a little and take a little) working with the Amherst Senior Center and 

perhaps other agencies.  She hopes to work with the Amherst Schools, particularly the Fort River 

School.   Aaron will present the concept at the public forum on April 10.   

8. Jonathan Mirin from Piti Theatre Company in Shelburne Falls, introduced his workshop and play 

called “To bee or not too bee” about honeybee disappearance.  They are working with many towns 

in the region on “Bee Week”.  Bee Week Amherst will be the week of April 21, 2014.  Some towns 

are declaring themselves “bee friendly”.   People are being asked to participate in “10% for the 

bees” which is to create bee habitat on 10% of their property.  Jonathan is currently planning: 

a. A residency at Hitchcock working with kids who will perform in the bee show. 

b. They will do a hive building workshop at the Amherst Sustainability Festival. 

c. They will do a workshop with the Stockbridge School of Agriculture on April 23.   

Jonathan will keep us posted and GFA will help promote participation.  Stephanie will meet with 

Jonathan to discuss next steps.  When we have a date, we will invite others to this conversation.  

GFA is excited about working toward a partnership with Jonathan.   



9. Dave Ziomek asked for our help to encourage Town Meeting to vote to support the purchase of the 

Fort River Farm property.   Lots of excitement around this proposal! 

10. Marina Templeton, from the Master Gardeners of Western Massachusetts, proposed that Charlotte 

Vesel present her talk on Vertical Gardening this spring.  She presented this topic at the Amherst 

Winter Farmers’ Market and it was well-attended.  The plan is to do it in the Town Room of Town 

Hall.  Stephanie will work on scheduling.  Marina will have volunteers do soil testing at the event.    

11. Stephanie Ciccarello updated the committee on plans for the Sustainability Festival on April 26.   

She will get a schedule out soon. 

12. Emma Golden will create a Survey Monkey tool to assess interest in a community slaughter day.  

She will collect names of interested people who might want to participate.   

The committee adjourned at 1:30pm.  The next meeting is April 16 at 12:00 Noon.  Thanks to all who 

attended.  Great meeting! 


