
Grow Food Amherst Meeting Notes 
Amherst Town Hall 

December 12, 2012 
 

1. Stephanie Ciccarello, Amherst Sustainability Coordinator, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Following introductions, Stephanie called for reports.   

 

2. Outreach Report: 

 Donna Griffin created several logos and a banner for the social media.  Donna is working 

on a higher quality version.  Comments on style or content should be sent to Donna Griffin 

at; dagriffy@comcast.net 

 Tripper O’Mara created a Facebook page which is growing quickly.  If you have not yet 

done so, please “like” the page at: www.facebook.com/GrowFoodAmherst 

 John Gerber and Gabor Lukas each created a web site which will be combined at: 

http://growfoodamherst.org.  We need to add more content.  Please send your ideas, stories 

and photos to Gabor Lukas at; gaborzol@gmail.com 

 

3. Dave Ziomek, Director of Conservation and Development, shared two ideas he would like the 

group to think about: 

 Representative Ellen Story convenes an economic development group which has floated an 

idea for a series of meetings to bring together farmers and potential funders and agencies.   

 The development of a “town farm” for educational and demonstration purposes.   

 Stephanie will send background information to the group on these two ideas for 

discussion at a future meeting.   

 John White would like the proposed All Things Local cooperative market to be 

discussed at a future meeting as well.  

 

4. School Based Programs – Tripper O’Mara, Ryan Harb and Sarah Berquist are working on this 

project.  They completed a tree planting project at three Amherst Elementary Schools in the fall.  

They are now recruiting 6-9 UMass students to work on the project as part of a new Stockbridge 

class called Permaculture in the Pioneer Valley.  During the winter they will work with parents, 

teachers and children to move the project forward.  This project is partially supported by the UMass 

President’s office.  There might be an opportunity for volunteers from the community to help with 

the public school gardens during the summer.  Anyone wanting to help with this project should 

contact Sarah Berquist at: stashin2manteca@gmail.com 

 

5. Ryan Harb described the 350 Garden Challenge in Petaluma, CA in which the community set a 

goal of creating 350 new gardens in a single weekend.  This will be the next major project for Grow 

Food Amherst. 

 

 Stephanie encouraged us to focus on Amherst and create a plan that will be successful locally. 

 Tripper suggested that we reach out to other organizations in town which might co-sponsor the 

idea and help us promote it.   

 Leslie Cox asked if the town had the capacity to provide some resources, such as compost and 

space.  Stephanie will look into this.  



 John White asked if some of the local farms and/or garden outlets might donate resources. 

 Ryan suggested that they organize a Kickstarter campaign to raise some funds to pay for 

materials.  They can make a video to promote the idea.   

 John White volunteered to serve on a planning committee.  Donna Griffin and Juliet Carvajal 

will also help.  Ryan will call a meeting of the subcommittee.  Stephanie volunteered to chair. 

 John Gerber asked us to think about not only new gardens but new composts as well.  He also 

suggested a series of educational workshops be held in Town Hall during the winter.  

 Madeline Charney suggested a tool share program.  Madeline will also look into opportunities 

for local grants.  

 

6. Stephanie reported on conference of municipal officials working on sustainability.  Many towns are 

addressing this larger issue but few have chosen food as an organizing theme.   

 

TO DO before the next meeting 
 

1. Stephanie will find a location for the next meeting on January 9 at noon. 

2. Madeline will look into local grant opportunities. 

3. Stephanie schedule a meeting of the subcommittee begin planning the spring garden project. 

4. Tripper will work on a video to promote the project. 

5. Tripper, Ryan and Sarah will work on a Kickstarter Campaign to raise money for resouces.   

6. John and Gabor will work on the web page. 

7. Donna will complete the graphic designs. 

8. Anything missing? 

 

The next meeting will be: 

 

Amherst Town Hall 

12:00noon – 1:30pm 

Wednesday, January 9 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Notes submitted by John Gerber 

December 12, 2012 


