
Grow Food Amherst Open Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 

May 8, 2013 

 
Attending: Aaron Drysdale, Stephanie Ciccarello (facilitating), Sarah Berquist, Sue Morrello, 

Juliet Carvajal, and John Gerber (recording).   

 

1. Stephanie welcomed the participants.   

2. We reviewed our three spring events: 

a. The workshop in Town Hall was a great success with 60 participants.   The 

Master Gardeners did a terrific job leading the workshop.   

b. Our booth at the Sustainability Festival was well-attended and people had lots of 

questions.  We added 50 new members. 

c. The outdoor workshop had 22 participants.  Sarah  Berquist and the UMass 

Permaculture Team did a fabulous job introducing gardening techniques to new 

gardeners.   

3. Project Updates: 

a. Sarah and Aaron reported on their project in the schools.  They found Wildwood 

had the most momentum and community support.  They had a community 

brainstorming events with the parents to help design the garden.  They also went 

into the classrooms in Wildwood and did “lifecycle of a pea plant” project.  They 

also planted a garden at Wildwood with the kids.  They are now working with 

parents to do more events at the school and trying to get volunteers to sign up to 

weed and water over the summer.   The UMass Permaculture Team also went 

into classrooms at Fort River with the “lifecycle of a pea plant” lesson.   Sarah 

will work on publicizing the school work on the web.  Her class has ended.   

b. Stephanie reported that our gleaning event is scheduled for October 24.  Donna 

Griffin will represent GFA at a planning event in Worcester.  Stephanie may also 

attend the event.   

c. John reported that we currently have 300 members on our way to 350.  He will 

encourage members to sign up for the 100 Garden Challenge.  He will also create 

a discussion board or listserve to allow gardeners to communicate with each 

other.  

4. Stephanie reported on her work trying to get the downtown businesses involved by 

putting planters on the sidewalk.  She is working with Cowls who will provide the 

materials at cost and John White to try to get the containers built.  She will submit a 

proposal to the BID to find partners to “adopt a container.”   

5. We made a commitment to participate in the Asparagus Festival on June 2 in Hadley.  

John G. will set up the booth but we could use some help setting up a demonstration or 

kids activity.   Volunteers can make a commitment to “meet and greet” on our web page.  

6. We made a commitment to host an Edible Plant Workshop at Simple Gifts Farm on 

Saturday, June 8.  Juliet Carajval will welcome participants and introduce John Root.  

7. We need to organize a Winter Market Workshop subcommittee to begin working on a 

plan for workshop speakers.   



8. We need to organize a subcommittee to begin working on a Seed Saving Workshop in 

the fall.  

9. The invitation remains open to have a presence at the Wednesday Summer Farmers 

Market.  If you are interested, contact John Gerber.  

10. Stephanie welcomed Ted and Elan Wysocki, with the Pioneer Valley Biochar Initiative.  

Ted offered to speak at future events or organize a workshop on making and using 

biochar.   

11. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 

 

 

Please mark your calendars! 

 

Next Open Steering Committee Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 12 

12:00noon – 1:30pm 

 

Town Room (2
nd

 floor) 

Amherst Town Hall 

 
All are welcome! 

 
 


