
These are life’s 
clutch hitters. With 
a new award, run in 
partnership with the 
United Way of Hamp-
shire County, the 
Gazette adds to its efforts to recognize those who 
make a difference.

or the rst time, the Gazette will present an 
annual “Person of the Year” award this spring to 
a Hampshire County resident. We invite readers 
to nominate candidates before a May 15 deadline.

To share a name, please ll out one of the forms 
appearing regularly in the newspaper (the next 
one will run Tuesday) or send an email to nomina-
tions@gazettenet.com. 

The winner for 2015 will be determined by a 
committee made up of representatives of the 
United Way, the Gazette and the community. The 
person will receive a $500 prize, half to be donated 
to a charity of his or her choice. The winner’s com-
munity work will be featured in a special section to 

be published June 2. Can-
didates can be of any age 
and devote themselves to 
a variety of causes.

What’s the best way to 
chose a candidate?

James Ayres, the United Way’s executive direc-
tor, suggests thinking of people who bring passion, 
commitment and generosity to their community 
involvements. Winners this year and in years to 
come, he said, will be those who embody a sel ess 
spirit of giving. They may put their shoulders to 
pro ects in schools, nonpro t groups or neighbor-
hood causes, to name just a few arenas of volun-
teer activity. Let us know who you think ought to 
be considered, and why. Gazette publisher Dennis 
Skoglund says the paper is creating the award 
because these people deserve to be recognized, 
“even though most of them would shy away from 
the attention.” They may not seek notice, but they 
deserve it  and the rst step in nding candidates 
for the award belongs to our readers.
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With a new award will recognize those 
who make a difference for fellow 
residents of Hampshire County.

Founded September 6, 1786

Stories in the Gazette and on GazetteNET often introduce readers to local people who 
go out of their way to make life better for others. What they do is newsworthy because it 
builds community and solves real problems.

Help us find our first 
‘Person of the Year’ honoree

CORRECTIONS
NORTHAMPTON — Due to an editing er-

ror, a sentence in a letter by Mehrene 
Larudee of Amherst was incorrect. It 
should have read: “Israel should pay 
for its own weapons if it so chooses.”

NORTHAMPTON — The byline and -
nal biographical line on the Women’s 
Health Column Tuesday were incor-
rect. They should have read Ellen 
Kaufman, M.D.

Also, due to a production error a 
quote by Lao Tzu was merged into 
the ending of the column and the at-
tribution was omitted. It should have 
closed with this quote from the ancient 
Chinese philosopher: “Life is a series 
of natural and spontaneous changes. 
Don’t resist them — that only cre-
ates sorrow. Let reality be reality. Let 
things ow naturally forward in what-
ever way they like.”

HAYDENVILLE — I feel that I can 
nally exhale.
And it is not just because we can 

all stop wearing four layers just to 
walk to the end of the driveway and 
pick up the newspaper. (That, too, is 
a big relief!) 

But I felt my body relaxing just a 
little as I read Bill McKibben’s re-
cent article in the Guardian. In his 
surprisingly positive and hopeful 
piece, McKibben — the patron saint 
of the climate change movement — 
says “The good news is that pres-
sure is growing.” The global climate 
movement is starting to “win big, 
unprecedented victories around the 
world, victories which are quickly 
reshaping the consensus view — 
including among investors — about 
how fast a clean energy future could 
come.” 

McKibben knows what he is 
talking about. Not only is he on top 
of the literature in the eld and con-
nected to prominent scientists who 
study climate change, he travels 
constantly, meeting with activists, 
seeing what is happening in commu-
nities around the world. Someone in 
my church calls McKibben “the real 
deal,” and he is. If McKibben says 
we are experiencing a breakthrough 
in ghting global warming and 
changing public opinion, I believe it 
is true.

What is particularly striking to 
me about McKibben’s article is that 
it counters some of the depressing 
analysis in George Marshall’s book, 
“Don’t Even Think About It: Why 
Our Brains Are Wired to Ignore Cli-
mate Change.”

Marshal, founder of the Climate 
Outreach and Information Network 
in England, has worked over the 
past 25 years at all levels in the en-
vironmental movement. And he may 
be right, we don’t want to think about 
climate change, and we nd numer-
ous ways to put it out of our con-
sciousness. In “Don’t Even Think 

About It,” Marshall probes these 
questions: What explains our ability 
to separate what we know from what 
we believe, to put aside things that 
seem too painful to accept? How is it 
possible, when presented with over-
whelming evidence, that we can de-
liberately ignore something?

Marshall’s book is an in-depth 
study of the human psyche and how 
our values, assumptions, hopes, 
fear of death, love of storytelling 
and cognitive blind spots converge 
to both recognize that climate 
change is real and do nothing con-
crete to stop it. Reading his book 
makes one feel that we’re doomed 
— more scienti c evidence will not 
touch hearts and motivate people to 
take action.

But McKibben may also be right 
— despite all the misinformation 
about climate change swirling 
around in the media and in popular 
culture, and despite our tendency 
to turn away, not know, deny, and 
forget, something is shifting.

McKibben says we have broken 
through. We are through denying. 
He cites coalitions of Native Amer-
icans, farmers, climate scientists 
and activists who led public com-
plaints, went to jail together and 
broke through the silence about 
global warming that had been per-
vasive in their communities.

McKibben gives example after 
example of extraordinary activ-
ism that is touching hearts and 
changing minds in Scotland, Wales, 
France, Tasmania, the Algerian Sa-
hara, Australia and Southern India. 
We are turning the tide, McKibben 
says, and we are going to win.

Why have things shifted? Things 

are changing because the climate 
change movement took to heart 
the think globally/act locally motto 
from movements of earlier years. 
Thinking about climate change 
globally does not touch hearts. Giv-
ing examples in one’s own back-
yard, shoreline and local weather 
pattern does. Repeating the data 
that shows climate change is bad 
and getting worse does not moti-
vate people to action; naming the 
companies perpetuating the prob-
lem, pro ting from our misery and 
stealing our children’s future does.

Appealing to the moral high 
ground does not catapult people into 
action. But understanding that this 
struggle is about power and money 
does. McKibben says, “This ght, 
as it took me too long to gure out, 
was never going to be settled on 
the grounds of justice or reason. We 
won the argument, but that didn’t 
matter: like most ghts it was, and 
is, about power.” To really change 
things, according to McKibben, we 
must remember that our power lies 
in movement building. “We’ve got to 
organize like crazy,” McKibben says.

Marshall’s book left me feeling 
despondent and disempowered. 
McKibben’s article left me feeling 
hopeful and energized. Movement 
building! We know what that is, how 
to do it, and where to go from here.

I am choosing to believe that 
McKibben is right. Despite the odds, 
and despite our brains being hard-
wired to avoid this issue, climate 
change activists are being heard, 
making a powerful impact and shift-
ing the terms of the debate globally.

I have put aside Marshall’s 
book and am now ready to say: we 
are thinking about global climate 
change. And making a difference.

The Rev. Andrea Ayvazian, pastor 
of the Haydenville Congregational 
Church, writes a monthly column on 
faith, culture and politics. She can be 
reached at opinion@gazettenet.com.
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The change in ‘climate change’ 
Andrea Ayvazian

AMHERST — One of the most exciting 
programs at the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst today is an under-
graduate major that serves the citizens 
of Amherst and surrounding towns by 
growing food, growing community and 
“growing” new farmers.

As local and regional food production 
expands in New England, so does enroll-
ment in the Stockbridge School of Agri-
culture’s Sustainable Food and Farming 
program. UMass graduates are engaged 
in creating ventures to relocalize the 
food system to create more community 
and to reduce the carbon cost of shipping 
food long distances.

UMass began as the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College in 1863 and recently 
the former “Mass Aggie” was recognized 
as having the third-best agricultural sci-
ence program in the U.S. and the eighth 
best in the world. Levi Stockbridge, 
Hadley farmer and one of the rst teach-
ers at Mass Aggie, would be proud. Build-
ing on its historic mission of practical re-
search, outreach to the community and 
hands-on education, today’s Stockbridge 
School helps educate young women and 
men in ecological landscape manage-
ment and sustainable food systems — 
crucial training in an era threatened by 
the impact of radical climate change.

Many Stockbridge students and grads 
are committed to implementing the Food 
Solutions New England vision of produc-
ing at least half of New England’s food 
by 2060. They contribute to this goal by 
working toward careers in local food and 
farming, urban agriculture, permacul-
ture, herbal medicine, community edu-
cation and advocacy for a more sustain-
able and just world.

An example of a local business provid-
ing students with valuable experience is 
the All Things Local Cooperative Market 
in downtown Amherst, started by area 
people committed to the relocalization 
vision. 

Stockbridge students and graduates 
volunteer at this year-round farmers’ 
market, some selling products they pro-
duced themselves, such as organic eggs, 
milk, artisan tea, blueberries, fermented 
kombucha, mushrooms and other vege-
tables.

Other Stockbridge students engage 
with their local community by working 
with Grow Food Amherst, a network of 
neighbors and students uniting town and 
gown. Amherst Development and Con-
servation Director David Ziomek plant-
ed the seed, and Sustainability Coordi-
nator Stephanie Ciccarello nurtures the 
project with monthly meetings that en-
gage over 450 residents helping to move 
Amherst towards greater food-resiliency.

Many students gain valuable experi-
ence by working on local farms, nonprof-
it organizations, co-ops, local businesses 
and community groups. The vibrant local 
food economy of the Pioneer Valley pro-
vides a supportive environment for food 
entrepreneurs, and Stockbridge is close-
ly tied to this rapidly growing community 
of young people.

Building on Levi Stockbridge’s com-
mitment to experiential learning, stu-
dents in the Sustainable Food and 

Farming major are actively engaged 
in hands-on learning projects that con-
tribute both to their own education as 
well as to the local community. For ex-
ample: The UMass Student Farm is a 
year-round class where students man-
age a small organic farm and sell their 
produce through food service and retail 
markets — including a popular on-cam-
pus farmers’ market.

The Permaculture Initiative has 
converted underused grass lawns on 
campus into edible, low-maintenance 
food gardens, winning the White House 
Champions of Change competition in 
2012.

The Massachusetts Renaissance Cen-
ter Garden is a demonstration garden 
open to the public, featuring the herbs 
and vegetables grown during Shake-
speare’s time.

The Student Food Advocacy group 
and Chancellor Subbaswamy signed 
the Real Food Commitment, which en-
sures that by 2020, at least 20 percent of 
the food purchased for the dining halls 
will be local, organic, fair trade and ani-
mal-friendly.

The School Garden Project helps K-6 
teachers at Amherst elementary schools 
create vegetable and herb gardens as liv-
ing classrooms.

The Food for All Garden at the new 
Undergraduate Agricultural Learn-
ing Center is a student-led project that 
grows food with the help of Amherst 
community members, and distributes 
the food through Not Bread Alone and 
the Amherst Survival Center.

Stockbridge students and alums are 
committed to building a more sustain-
able food system focused on environmen-
tal quality, social justice and economic vi-
tality. These young visionaries imagine a 
world where the bulk of one’s food comes 
from local and regional farms. They 
believe that a consciousness rooted in 
sustainability will deepen as producers 
and consumers become more self-aware 
members of a community of caring for 
each other and the earth.

But these young entrepreneurs need 
our help. We buy food from local farmers 
at a rate far greater than the national 
average, yet these purchases represent 
less than 10 percent of total agricultur-
al sales. We can do better. We can sup-
port these young people by buying their 
products from local farms, at our new 
All Things Local Cooperative, and at our 
weekly farmers’ markets. 

At the same time we can invest in one 
of the key economic development objec-
tives of the Amherst Master Plan, relo-
calization, and help the UMass Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture grow local 
food, grow community and grow more 
local farmers.

John Gerber is a member of the Pioneer 
Valley Relocalization Project, a professor 
in the University of Massachusetts Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture and founding 
member of Grow Food Amherst.

New age, new life 
for old UMass ag school

By JOHN GERBER

The following editorial appeared 
this week in The Recorder.

‘Your life is your action” could 
be said to have been Juanita 

Nelson’s credo. Nelson, who died at 
91 this week and who spoke those 
words some 35 years ago, had a life 
full of action, much of it spent in 
demonstration and defense of her 
beliefs. Her causes included peace, 
civil rights and local agriculture and 
community.

Both Juanita Nelson and her hus-
band, Wally, spent decades putting 
their beliefs into action even before 
they arrived in Deer eld, where 
they built a small house with no run-
ning water or electricity on a piece of 
land at the Quaker conference cen-
ter known as Woolman Hill.

While growing up in Cleveland, 
Juanita took the rst step of many 

for racial equality on a segregated 
train trip to Georgia at the age of 16. 
“I got up and sat in every car in that 
train because I was so upset ... Then 
I went back and sat by my mother 
and I felt better because I had ex-
pressed myself,” she recalled.

That was just one of many times 
Nelson expressed her opposition to 
segregation. As a 19-year-old soph-
omore at Howard University, she 
was arrested for sitting at a “whites 
only” lunch counter in Washington, 
D.C., and later helped desegregate 
a restaurant on the edge of campus. 
From there it was on to co-found 
the Cleveland Committee of Racial 
Equality, which was an af liate of the 
National Congress of Racial Equali-
ty. Later, while working as a newspa-
per reporter, she met Wally, the man 
who she called her “life partner,” 

who was in prison for his actions as 
a conscientious objector.

Their paci sm would have them 
refusing to pay taxes to support the 
Vietnam War or military as well as 
acting as peacemakers. The quest 
for a simple, productive life based 
upon their beliefs landed them in 
places all around the country: Cin-
cinnati, Philadelphia, rural Georgia 
and homesteading New Mexico and 

nally to Deer eld.
While there are many threads in 

how Juanita Nelson put her beliefs 
into action, one of the stronger ones 
was community.

We think that what the Nelsons 
found here was a place to live your 
life based on your beliefs and acting 
upon them ... and it was, in so many 
ways, a good life — one that provides 
lessons for us all.

The meaningful life Juanita Nelson made
IN CLOSE PROXIMITY
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