
Grow Food Amherst Open Steering Committee Notes 
June 12, 2013 

Amherst Town Hall 
 

Attending: Gabor Lukas, David Lovler, Cheryl Wilson, Raquel Manley, Karen Ribeiro, 

Marina Templeton, Becky Reed, John Gerber (recording), Stephanie Ciccarello (chairing).  

Regrets expressed from John White, Juliet Carajval, and Sarah Berquist.   

 

1. Stephanie welcomed everyone to our monthly meeting and introductions were made.  

2. John Gerber gave reports for Sarah Berquist, John White and Juliet Carajval, who 

had reported in by email.   

a. Sarah reported that two school gardens were established at Wildwood and 

Crocker Farm.  She is working on a web page to share the progress being 

made by the students, teachers, parents and her team.  The Stockbridge 

School of Agriculture will hire part-time Garden Coordinators for the two 

schools to keep the project moving forward into the fall and next year. 

b. John White and Becky Reed reported that the Asparagus Festival gave us an 

opportunity to meet people and sign up new members.  We added 14 new 

members and met lots of people who had not heard of Grow Food Amherst. 

c. Juliet Carajval and Becky Reed reported that 15+ people attended the Edible 

Plants Workshop at Simple Gifts Farm offered by John Root.   

3. Stephanie reported on the four planters (hopefully) to be placed on sidewalks in 

downtown. We have requested funding from the BID.  We need $1,000 for the 

materials.  Karen Ribeiro offered biochar for the planters.   

4. Sherry Wilson asked about the edibles in front of town hall.  Stephanie reported that 

Ryan Harb, Aaron Drysdale and Mary Decker planted kale, lettuce, basil and a few 

other edibles in front of Town Hall.  The plants are doing well.  

5. John Gerber reported on progress on the 350 challenge.  We have 327 members.  As 

soon as we reach 350, John will ask members to indicate if they have started a new 

garden, expanded a garden, or planted anything new.  We hope to document 100 

new plantings in town.   

6. Stephanie reported on the Jam Workshops which will be offered by Peg Thibbits.  

Two workshops are planned; June 20 and August 22 at the Bangs Center.  

7. Raquel Manley reported on her work with the Fort River School.  She is also 

managing the Children’s Garden at Simple Gifts.  She is planning a “pizza garden” 

as well as peas, salad greens.  There is a planting day soon, which we will promote.  

8. Stephanie reported on the proposed gleaning event scheduled around National Food 

Day.  Stephanie suggested that we plan the event for the weekend before October 24 

and do a workshop on October 24.   Stephanie will organize a sub-committee to 

manage the project.  Gabor Lukas, Becky Reed, David Lovler volunteered.  Anyone 

else interested should contact Stephanie at; ciccarellos@amherstma.gov 

9. John reported on the winter workshop series.  We have permission from the Amherst 

School System to use a room next to the Cafeteria while the Winter Market is going 

on.  John will organize a subcommittee to begin planning workshops.  David Lovler 

volunteered.  We will pay the Market a small fee to make sure we have liability 

coverage.  Anyone who wants to help should contact John at jgerber@umass.edu. 

 

mailto:jgerber@umass.edu


10. We agreed that we need to offer a Seed Saving Workshop this fall.  John will call for 

volunteers to help plan the event for September.   

11.  Dave Ziomek will meet with the folks from “Help Yourself” to identify public land 

where they may plant food bearing trees.  Stephanie will work with this group to 

help plan a Nut Tree workshop for next winter in Town Hall.  

12. Stephanie reported that she attended a New England Municipal Sustainability 

Network meeting in Burlington, VT.  She and Donna Griffin will attend the National 

Food Day meeting next week.   

13. Karen Ribeiro reported on progress toward the North American Biochar Symposium  

scheduled for October 13-16.  She is looking for local farmers to donate food to the 

Biochar Banquet.  Anyone interested should contact Karen at 

karen@innerfortune.com. 

14. We ended the meeting by sharing our hope and some new ideas.  We would like to 

consider organizing: 

a. Tour of new gardens in town 

b. Bring like-minded organizations together 

c. Demonstration garden 

d. Access to land (community garden, conservation area, UMass) 

e. Community Meal with gleaned food – Food Day 2014 

15. The meeting ended (on time ) at 1:30pm with good cheer.   

 

 

The next meeting of the Open Steering Committee of Grow Food Amherst will be:  

 

Wednesday, July 10, 2013 
 

Town Room (2
nd

 floor) 

 

Amherst Town Hall 
 

Everyone is invited to attend! 

 

 

NOTE:   Leadership of the Grow Food Amherst project is provided by “anyone who shows 

up for a meeting and volunteers”!   We are very grateful for everyone who has volunteered 

in the past and for those yet to join!   This project would not be possible without your 

energy and good will.  Thank you.  


