
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 
May 20, 2015 

 
Attending: Tammy Ryan, Mary Ellen Alicandri, Rebecca Fricke, Juliet Carjaval, Stephanie 

Ciccarello (chair), and John Gerber (recorder).   

Regrets: Becky Reed, Gabor Lukacs, and Mary Jo Maffei (thanks to all the regulars who let 

us know they could not make the meeting) 

1. Welcome - Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed the group and asked everyone to 

introduce themselves.  

2. Ongoing Project Updates 

a. Housing Garden - Mary Jo Maffei reported that she and Sue Morello thought 

they had a cooperative apartment complex but it fell through at the last minute.  

Still trying!  

b. Food for All Garden - There are regular volunteer work days at the site, which 

is 911 North Pleasant.  The web page is: http://food4allamherst.com/ 

c. School Gardens – UMass students are working at the Crocker and Wildwood 

elementary school gardens.  Updates at: http://amherstschoolgardens.com/. 

3. Spring Events Review 

a. Amherst Bee Week – Many events took place.  For a report, see: 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/our-projects/amherst-bee-week/ 

b. Sustainability Festival – there were over 100 vendors and educational events at 

this annual event.  Lots of interest and a wonderful day.  Stephanie thanked 

everyone for helping out at the Festival!   

4. Friends of All Things Local – Gabor Lukacs, Rebecca Fricke, Allison Potter, Becky 

Reed, and John Gerber met recently.  The focus of this group will be on membership 

and awareness.  Anyone interested in joining the group should contact John Gerber at 

jgerber@umass.edu.  A meeting is scheduled for June.  If you are interested in 

attending, please go here: http://doodle.com/qgu9bq4226fxyn2h 

5. Pollinator Garden – Stephanie reported that the Conservation Department has 

plowed about 1/3 of an acre at the Fort River Farm Conservation Area.  The site will 

be planted with buckwheat for the summer and native berry plants in the fall. There 

will be a mown wildlife/conservation trail around the edge of the entire property.  

Planting of a wildflower meadow and Sharing Garden is planned for 2016.  Stephanie 

hopes to write a grant to help manage the entire property as a pollinator farm.  

mailto:jgerber@umass.edu


6. Planting Fruit Trees in Amherst - Mary Ellen Alicandri went to the Shade Tree 

Committee and reported that they are interested in working with residents to plant 

trees (including fruit and nut trees) in town.  Stephanie spoke with Henry Lappen, 

Chair of the Public Shade Tree Committee.  Free trees are available from the Shade 

Tree Committee.  See: http://www.amherstma.gov/1938/Request-a-Tree.  The Town 

has planted paw paw, raspberries, apple, pear, and persimmons at the High School.  

7. Juliet Carbajal expressed a concern with pesticides used near her housing complex.  

She wondered if the Town had a policy regarding pesticide use in public spaces.  She 

is interested in inviting people to a conversation about pesticide use in Amherst.  

Anyone interested should contact Juliet Carvajal at: julietcarvajal@gmail.com. 

8. The meeting adjourned at 1:00pm. 

The next meeting of the Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee is scheduled for 12:00 

Noon on Wednesday, June 17.  All are invited and encouraged to join us! 


