
Grow Food Amherst Open Steering Committee  

Meeting Notes 
Amherst Town Hall 

March 13, 2013 
 

 

Attending: Stephanie Ciccarello (facilitating), Alex Krogh-Grabbe (guest), Linda Seligman, 

Sue Morello, Max Traunstein, Anne Williamson, Aaron Drysdale, Sarah Berquist, John 

White, Matt Kotfila, and John Gerber (recording).  

 

1. Stephanie  Ciccarello asked for introductions and provided a brief introduction to the 

project for new members. Anyone who wants more background can check the web page 

at: http://www.growfoodamherst.org/ 

 

2. Alex Krogh-Grabbe from the Amherst Business Improvement District shared his 

background and spoke about some of the projects he is involved for the BID.  There are 

new hanging flower baskets (pole wraparounds) and large planters being planned in 

downtown.  The Garden Club also maintains planters on the North Commons.   

 

John White asked if some of the planters could be used for edible plants.  The BID has 

made a commitment to flowers in downtown but would be open to an experiment with 

edible plants.  Max Traunstein suggested we connect with specific businesses and 

develop planters or hanging baskets that highlight their business.  Stephanie agreed to 

create a simple proposal to present to the BID to do an experiment this spring.   

 

NOTE:  subsequent to the meeting, Alex sent us the following note.  

Thanks for having me at the Grow Food Amherst meeting today. I spoke with 

Jacqui Cowles from Andrew's Greenhouse, and she's going to email me some 

suggestions for ways we could integrate a few edibles into our plantings 

downtown. We're looking at 2-3 in the ground planters and 2-3 in the baskets up 

high on the lampposts. Once I have her thoughts, I'll forward them on to you 

guys, as well as the BID beautification committee, and we can try it out! 

 

3. Sarah Berquist reported that the School Project is moving forward.  They are meeting 

with teachers to plan and plant gardens at Wildwood, Fort River and Crocker Farms 

elementary schools.  Aaron Drysdale shared experiences from the Williamsburg Schools 

which did a similar project.  One of the challenges is the UMass class ends on May 3 but 

the elementary schools continue into the spring.  Matt Kotfila met with the Leverett 

Elementary School which built a greenhouse.  This might be a model for the future.   

 

4. Stephanie asked for a volunteer to organize a booth at the Asparagus Festival on June 2 

at Seven Sisters.  Sarah Berquist and Michelle Chandler will organize volunteers and 

create kid-friendly activities.  John Gerber will create and provide a display.   

 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/


5. John White is organizing the GFA booth at the Amherst Sustainability Festival.   

 

6. Sarah Berquist and team will organize an outdoor learning lab on Sunday, May 5 at the 

Franklin Garden at UMass if the garden space is free on that day.   

 

7. Donna Griffin will create a poster promoting the Grow Food Amherst 350 Challenge.  

Stephanie will work on getting it distributed.   

 

8. A meeting for the GFA Garden Challenge Subcommittee is scheduled for noon on 

Wednesday, March 20 in Town Hall. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The next meeting of the Open Steering Committee of Grow Food 

Amherst is scheduled for April 10 at noon in the First Floor Meeting 

Room of Amherst Town Hall. 


