
Grow Food Amherst Open Steering Committee Notes 
August 22, 2013 

Amherst Town Hall 
 

Attending: Rebecca Fricke, Marina Templeton, David Lovler, Juliet Carvajal, John Gerber 

(recording), Stephanie Ciccarello (chairing).  

 

1. Stephanie welcomed everyone to our monthly meeting and introductions were made.  

2. There were brief reports on each of our projects: 

a. School Gardens – Stockbridge has hired Aaron Drysdale to maintain the 

Wildwood school garden over the summer.  UMass has made a commitment to 

offer a course, Permaculture in the Pioneer Valley, next spring to continue this 

project next year.  We will need new locations.  

b. Jam Workshop – We had 18 participants in our first workshop.  Peg Thibbits will 

offer this workshop again on August 23.  

c. 350 Project – we now have over 400 members!   John will continue to promote 

the “100 new garden challenge.”  

d. Bike and Garden Tour – planned for Saturday, August 24.  David Lovler will 

host a stop at 4 sites in town.  There will be a potluck and treasure hunt at the last 

stop.   

e. National Food Day and Gleaning Project – We need a subcommittee to plan this 

activity for October 24.   

f. Sidewalk Plantings – this project got caught up in the leadership transition in the 

BID.  No news yet. Perhaps consider this for next year? 

g. Winters Farmers Market – we now have permission to invite speakers for 

weekly presentations.  Anyone with ideas for speakers or topics should contact 

John Gerber at; jgerber@umass.edu. 

h. Sustainable Fashion Show – There is a free public event planned for Saturday, 

September 28 from 2-4pm in the UMass Franklyn Dining Commons.  Working 

with the Hospice Shop and Second Chances, and UMass Permaculture, there will 

be food facts and fashion facts at this event.  We need flowers for the event.    

i. Compost Commitment – John Root proposed that we work with the town to 

encourage more composting.  John is on the Recycling and Refuse Management 

Committee and will try to work with them.  GFA will surely support this effort and 

complement it with education.   

j. Hyperlocavore Connections – John Root proposed that GFA encourage folks to 

share garden space.  We can add this to web page but it is difficult to get folks to 

use it.  We need to “prime the pump.”   

3. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 

 

The next meeting is:  

Wednesday, September 11 
12:00noon – 1:30pm 

Amherst Town Hall 

Second Floor Town Room 

mailto:jgerber@umass.edu

