
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee Notes 
November 13, 2013 

Amherst Town Hall 
 

Members Attending: Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), John Gerber (recorder), Karen Ribeiro, 

David Lovler, Rebecca Fricke, Emma Golden, and Gabor Lukas. 

Visitors: Bernard Brennan (Agricultural Commission) and Molly Turner (WMUA).   

1. Welcome – Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed everyone and asked for introductions.   

2. David Ziomek reviewed the history of the attempt to purchase the Fort River Farm for 

public gardening and farming.  Town Meeting rejected the attempt to apply CPA monies to 

purchase the 19 acres.  Among the “lessons learned” were: 

A. The town is very concerned about access to housing for limited income families 

B. There was concern that the request came out of the normal cycle for CPA funding 

C. The various Commissions and Boards in town were very supportive and many of 

the Town Meeting members who voted “no” are generally supportive of the 

purpose of the project but need more details 

D. There is not a general understanding of the concept of a “public farm”    

3. A discussion followed. Among the points that were raised were: 

A. The opportunity to use the Hawthorne Farm for public gardens. 

B. The “rules” around use of CPA funding 

C. The value of the land for agriculture 

D. Natural resource interests and values of the property 

E. How to manage the project and property 

4. Dave Ziomek reported that the decision regarding $110,000 from the state will be made 

within the next month.  If those funds become available, CPA may be approached again in 

the spring.  He also met with the Amherst School Committee which is interested and 

generally supportive.   

5. The discussion turned to how to better articulate a vision for the project.  Some priorities 

came out of the public discussion held in Town Hall but questions remain among the public.  

Rebecca Fricke asked for a clear plan for how the property might be used including 

cooperatively managed public gardens and a mentoring program for new farmers.  

Stephanie reported that many public groups are enthused about making this project 

successful.  Emma Golden asked for clarification on how the property will be managed. 

6. Dave reminded the group that almost half of the property must be protected for natural 

resource purposes including wetlands and riverfront.  Stephanie suggested that the wetlands 

need to be delineated before firm plans could be made for the property.  This property has 

important conservation value in addition to the opportunity to serve as a garden and farm.    

7. Stephanie suggested that we form at least two subcommittees to flesh out the details of a 

plan.  One committee might focus on an incubator/mentoring program.  A model for the 

mentoring program is Intervale in Vermont (http://www.intervale.org/what-we-do/farms-

program/) The other may focus on public communal gardens.  A model for the community 

garden is here:  http://communities.ic.org/articles/1513/The_Sharing_Gardens 

 

http://www.intervale.org/what-we-do/farms-program/
http://www.intervale.org/what-we-do/farms-program/
http://communities.ic.org/articles/1513/The_Sharing_Gardens


8. The discussion moved to how to begin an education campaign on the project, including: 

 Natural resource value of the property and why should the public invest 

 Potential sources of funding 

 Farming and gardening opportunities 

 Why should the public care? 

9. Stephanie will call for a group to help with an educational campaign for the public.   Both 

the Agricultural Commission and Grow Food Amherst are interested in this process.   We 

need a FAQ document and materials on the web page to help inform the public about this 

project.  Stephanie will take the lead on this effort.  John will survey the membership of the 

Steering Committee to see who might be interested in providing leadership for a potential 

fundraising effort and to help with the educational campaign.   

10. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.   


