
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 
January 21, 2015 

 
Attending: Becky Reed, Michelle Nikfarjam, Klaus Buchele, Annalise Ritter, Devin Lafferty, Rebecca 

Fricke, Sue Morello, Mary Jo Maffei, Glenroy Buchannan, Phyllis Keenan, Elayne Berger and John Gerber 

(recorder). 

Regrets: Stephanie Ciccarello and Gabor Lukacs. 

1. Becky Reed welcomed the group and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  

2. Becky Reed reported on the weekly workshops at the Saturday Farmers Market at the Middle 

School.  For information, see: http://www.growfoodamherst.org/saturday-market/.  John has been 

organizing weekly workshops at All Things Local on Sunday afternoons.  For information, see: 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/sustainability-sunday/.    

3. Mary Jo reported on a potential event at the Hitchcock Center.  She is now working at the Center 

and would like to work with GFA on a “kid-friendly” event if someone was willing to provide 

leadership.  Gabor is organizing a meeting to begin discussing potential events to promote local 

food.  If anyone wants to participate, please contact Gabor Lukacs at: gaborzol@gmail.com. 

4. Stephanie will call a meeting to discuss our commitment to Bee Week on April 25 to May 1.  

Phyllis recommended that Amherst consider creating a bylaw that requires the town to notify 

beekeepers when pesticides are being sprayed.   Grow Food Amherst is willing to work toward 

becoming a Bee Friendly Community.  Toward that goal, we developed the following list at our last 

meeting: 

a. Do a theater event at the Sustainability Festival 

b. Do a workshop at the Saturday Market 

c. Do a scientific talk 

d. Movie screening 

e. Fort River School Habitat garden 

f. Hitchcock Bee Garden 

g. UMass Agricultural Learning Center garden 

h. School challenge to make bee friendly hats and signs 

i. Flower seeds sold by the PGO’s  

j. Pesticide notification to beekeepers 

k. What else?   

5. Rebecca and the League of Women Voters would like to help organize an educational event on 

sustainable agriculture.  John has 10 UMass student volunteers to help Rebecca organize such an 

event.  Phyllis has volunteered to work with 10 UMass student volunteers to organize an 

educational event on seed saving.  Both educational events will be scheduled for spring.  

6. The Sustainability Festival is April 25.  If anyone has ideas for workshops, please contact 

Stepahanie at; CiccarelloS@amherstma.gov.  We need volunteers! 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/saturday-market/
http://www.growfoodamherst.org/sustainability-sunday/
mailto:gaborzol@gmail.com
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7. Michelle Nikjarjam reported that the School Program website is being updated.  Check it out here: 

http://amherstschoolgardens.com/  She and her colleagues will clean up the gardens this spring and 

work with the teachers.  Rebecca will help organize a meeting with the Fort River Principal.   

8. Becky opened the meeting to a discussion of potential next activities.  Phyllis reported that the Seed 

Savers Exchange provides free seeds for school and community projects.  High Mowing also 

provides up to 20 packets of free seeds.  Devon suggested that Susan Rice in Shutesbury is 

interested in a seed saving library.  Becky asked about the Town Farm.  Rebecca reported that we 

are waiting on a wetlands delineation.  John said Stephanie was thinking of planting a pollinator 

garden.  Klaus suggested that a pollinator garden could be planted at Sirius.  Becky suggested that 

we do a planting someplace in town during one of our meetings.  We agreed to look around town 

for potential sites for a pollinator garden.  There was a discussion of fruit tree plantings.  Michelle 

said the Cultural Council has funding. Devin would like to do a guerilla grafting project.  Annalise 

works at the Judy’s Art Bar in town and is interested in connecting with GFA and perhaps doing 

bee-focused or garden focused painting events.  This might be a fundraiser for a group.  Devon 

would like to work on a farm to school program.  Glenroy Buchannan is working on a garden 

project in Springfield.  Phyllis thought we could do a workshop on “how to read the results of a soil 

test.”  There seemed to be interest in this.  

9. The meeting adjourned at 1:20pm.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The next meeting of the Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee is scheduled for 12:00 

Noon on Wednesday, February 18.  We will be meeting at the Sirius Community (more to 

information to follow).   All are invited and encouraged to join us! 

http://amherstschoolgardens.com/

