
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

August 31, 2016 

Amherst Town Hall 

Attending: Juliet Carvajal, John Root, David Lovler, Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), and 

John Gerber (recording).  

1. Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed everyone and reported on the Sharing Garden at the Fort River Farm 

Conservation Area.   

 The garden is alive (mostly)!  The perennial plants survived the drought.  The pumpkins will not 

produce much due to lack of water and fertilizer.   The raspberries, sea berries, honeyberries, 

strawberries are alive but need water.   

 Stephanie said the water ban allows us to water our perennial plants as needed (before 9:00am and 

after 5:00pm). 

 We need help weeding and mulching everything alive!  Please just show up and help! 

 We cannot use water from the Fort River as a nearby tributary is high in E.coli and there are 

endangered species in the river.   

2. For the future:  

 David would like to plant some garlic for next year. 

 Stephanie would like to continue planting raspberries.  

 John Root would like to plant some trees. 

 We need a clearer vision of how to plant the 2 acres assigned to the Sharing Garden.  

3. Stephanie ad John Root will explore a potential pro bono consultant to do a preliminary assessment of 

the feasibility of digging a well or a pond.  If there is a potential we will initiate a fundraising campaign 

for the project.  

4. We have a fiscal sponsor (Mission Earth) and Stephanie would like to begin advocating for funding a 

pond construction.  The fiscal sponsor is here: 

 http://www.mission.earth/partners/portfolio/grow-food-amherst/ 

5.       There is a land management plan for the area that will be reviewed by the Conservation 

Commission.  The wetland boundaries need to be approved by the Commission as well.  

6.       For the long term, the town is working with community gardeners on creating a community 

forum to discuss the future of our community gardens.   

7.       The next meeting is scheduled for September 21 at 12:00 Noon – 1:30pm in Town Hall.  
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