
Grow Food Amherst Notes 
September 11, 2013 
Amherst Town Hall 

 

Attending: Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), John Gerber (recorder), Aaron Drysdale, Sarah 

Berquist, Cheryl Wilson, David Lovler, Sara Howard, Karen Ribeiro, Rebecca Fricke, Gabor 

Lukas and Marina Templeton.   

1. Welcome – Stephanie Ciccarello  

Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed everyone and asked for introductions.   

2. Report from David Ziomek, Assistant Town Manager 

David reported on a new project initiated by the Town and the Kestral Land Trust 

to purchased 20 acres (behind the Sunoco Station on Rt. 9) which could be used to 

support new farmers and farming in Amherst.  It could be a showcase of 

community agriculture as well as provide access for a community garden and 

living classroom.  This site is associated with village center, on the bus line, next 

to Fort River School, and is mostly tillable land that has been in agriculture for a 

long time.  

Grow Food Amherst could organize a kick-off meeting for the community garden 

part of the property.  Sherry Wilson suggested that we include the Survival Center 

in the conversation.   The larger community might be invited to a planning 

meeting to begin thinking creatively about this emerging opportunity.   

Rebecca Fricke moved and Aaron Drysdale seconded a motion that Grow Food 

Amherst take responsibility for providing leadership for a public brainstorming 

process to engage the Amherst community in creating a public vision for the 

community garden and living classroom aspects of the project.  Approved 

unanimously (12-0-0).   

Dave and Stephanie will organize a tour of the property on Monday, September 

16
th

 at 10am at Fort River School Parking Lot. 

3. Reports on Projects and Activities  

A. School Gardens Update – Sarah and Aaron reported that the team is transitioning 

into the start of the school year.  They will be meeting with a Wildwood teacher 

to plan activities for the year.  They are also working with Fort River School to 

develop a garden.  A few parent volunteers helped at Wildwood.  Aaron hopes to 

initiate a newsletter and website to “create a buzz” and develop more support.   

 



B. Jam Workshops Report – Stephanie reported that the second Jam Workshop was 

held on August 28 at the Bangs Community Center kitchen with about 10 

participants.  Peg Thibbits taught them how to make strawberry-peach jam.  

Instructions for making jam may be found on the web site.  We are considering a 

relish workshop in the winter. 

C. Bike and Garden Tour Report – Gabor Lukas and David Lovler organized a 

bicycle tour of four gardens in Amherst.  Two of the four were new gardens.  

About a dozen people joined.  We agreed to do it again next summer.  

D. National Food Day and Gleaning Planning – Stephanie said she needs help to plan 

this event. National Food Day was October 24.  She would like to do a gleaning 

event the weekend before and donate the food to local food pantries as well as a 

cooking demonstration on National Food Day.  David Lover and Rebecca Fricke 

volunteered to help.   

E. Winter Farmers Market Update – John has begun to work on acquiring names of 

potential speakers for one hour workshops at 12:00noon at the Winter Market in 

the Middle School.  

F. Sustainable Fashion Show – Stephanie reported on the Sustainable Fashion Show 

which is scheduled for Saturday, September 28 at 2:00pm at the Franklin Dining 

Commons.  Second-hand fashions will be demonstrated and local food will be 

shared.   

G. Membership – We have 416 members.   

H. Newsletter - Our mailing list switched from GoogleGroups to MailChimp.  John 

sends out newsletter materials from time to time.   

 

4. New Business  

A. David Lovler volunteered to teach a sprouting workshop during the winter market 

series.  Karen reminded us that Ted Wysocki will also present.  

B. Karen reminded everyone about the Biochar Banquet and needs help harvesting 

fresh vegetables at the New England Small Farms Institute.  Everyone is invited 

to the Biochar Conference.   Information: http://symposium2013.pvbiochar.org/ 

 

The next meeting is October 9 at 12:00noon in the 

Town Room. 

 

http://symposium2013.pvbiochar.org/

