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Dates, Times, and Locations: 

Next week our team will begin planting the initial fruit trees at Wildwood Elementary, Fort River, 

and Crocker Farm. The planting dates and times are as follows: 

 Wildwood Elementary – Thursday, October 25 from 11:30am – 12:30pm (recess.) 

 Fort River Elementary – Friday, October 26 from 11:30am – 12:30pm (recess.) 

 Crocker Farm Elementary – Friday, October 26 from 5:30pm – 6:30pm (Harvest Fest.) 

Materials and Time Breakdown: 

Our team will show up at each location 45 minutes before planting is set to begin (10:45am at 

Wildwood and Fort River, 4:45pm at Crocker Farm.) We will bring the following materials to each 

location: 2 dwarf apple trees, 4 buckets of compost and wood chips, 8 shovels and trowels, 50 – 100 

small rocks for painting, 50 paint brushes, 7 cans of eco-friendly, water-based paint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other subcommittee members: 
Ryan Harb, rharb@eco.umass.edu  
Pamela Adams, padams@mail.aux.umass.edu  
Emily Stephens, stephens.emily.m@gmail.com 
John Gerber, jgerber@umass.edu  
 

Amherst Grow Food in Community, partnered with 
UMass Dining & Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
Main Contact: Tripper O’Mara 
E-mail: tripper.omara@gmail.com    
Phone: 978-807-0479 
 

Maria Geryk, Superintendent  
& all Amherst Elementary Principals 
 

Outline of Initial Fruit Tree Planting (Oct. 25 & 26, 2012): 
Growing Food and Sustainability at the Amherst Public Schools: Pilot Year 

October 19, 2012 
 

The holes will be initially dug by our team before the 

kids arrive. The children will be given the opportunity to 

plant both trees with us (by re-filling in the hole with old 

and new soil, alongside our team) as well as decorating the 

tree planting site with a circle of painted rocks. It will look 

similar to the picture (right) except with painted stones.  

 10:45am – Arrival and setup, digging holes 

 11:30am – Painting rocks with kids 

 12:00pm – Plant first tree 

 12:20pm – Plant second tree 

The Harvest Festival at Crocker Farm will follow a similar 

format but the times will be later due to the event 

timeline. 
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2.0 Initial Tree Planting as a Conversation Starter: 

We envision these initial tree-planting events to be small-scale, informal gatherings that lay the 

foundation for conversations about growing local food on school grounds, and general sustainability 

education. We hope that this project will stimulate more community involvement and, in effect, 

allow us to facilitate a larger discussion about these issues over the winter. 

There are three basic phases to this vision: 

1)   Phase I – Initial Fruit Tree Planting & Building Excitement  

2) Phase II – Student Education and Sustainable Schools Design Workshop 

3) Phase III – Implement Permaculture Gardens and Future Assessment 

2.1 Phase I – Further Details: 

The trees we have selected are apple trees donated from Wancyzk Nursery in Hadley, MA. They 

are approximately 5’ tall (two to three years mature), are a dwarf variety (12’ when mature) and 

came highly recommended to us. One concern that was brought to our attention is bees. Apple trees 

only attract honey bees (not hornets, wasps, etc.) and therefore should be much less worrisome 

compared to planting other fruits. 

We would like to plant the two trees near the front of the school, in a visible area where parents 

and others will see them, but not necessarily in a highly tracked area by the kids. We would like to 

install a small sign at each location that describes the project and explains what is coming next, to 

build further excitement.  

2.1 Phase I – Further Details: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.0 Final Questions: 

 Is permission needed to photograph and/or film the tree planting events? 

 Who is recess coordinator / person we can connect with about  

 Can the janitor or principal meet us at 10:45am to pick the spot for planting?  

2.2 Media, Pictures and Video: 

We will be writing a press release from 

the UMass Office of News and Media to local 

media sources about the events. 

We have questions about whether 

permission is needed to take photos and to 

film parts of the tree planting. These pictures 

and film clips could be very useful for 

attracting more attention and funding to the 

project in the near future.  


