
 

 

Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

February 18, 2015 

Sirius Community Center, Shutesbury MA 

Attending: Devin Lafferty, Michelle Mondeau, Michelle NIkfarjam, Klaus Buchele, Sue 

Morello, Stephanie Ciccarello (facilitating), Bernard Brennan, Becky Reed and John Gerber 

(recording). 

Regrets: Gabor Lukacs, Mary Jo Mafei, Rebecca Fricke and Glenroy Buchannan.  

1. Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed the group and we introduced ourselves.  Stephanie 

thanked Devin and Klaus for inviting the group to Sirius Community.   

2. Sue Morello reported that she is still interested in working to create a garden at a housing 

unit in town and will keep us posted. 

3. Becky Reed introduced the GMO Labeling Bill which has been filed with the state 

legislature.  She asked Grow Food Amherst to join the other organizations and businesses 

as part of a network of groups willing to be on record as supporting the proposed 

legislation.  The vote was 8-0-1 in support of supporting the legislation. 

4. Becky Reed reported that each week there has been an educational workshop at noon at 

the Winter Farmers Market at the Amherst Middle School.  Attendance has ranged from 

one to more than twenty.  John reported that the Sustainability Sunday Workshops are 

going well. They are small but appreciated by the participants.  

5. Michelle Nikfarfam reported that Rebecca  and Cynthia Brubaker and the League of 

Women Voters is working with a group of UMass students to sponsor a public event on 

Sunday, April 12 at the UU Church on “what is sustainable agriculture.”  

6. Michelle Mandeau reported that she is working with Phyllis Keenan and a group of 

UMass students on a seed saving workshop on March 31 from 7:00-9:00pm at the 

Amherst Town Hall.   

7. Gabor Lukacs reported that he is planning on scheduling a meeting for people to work on 

a “kid-friendly” local food event later this spring.  He will announce the meeting soon.  

8. Stephanie Saturday, April 25 from 10am – 4pm on the Town Common.  There will be 

entertainment, 6 presentation and 80-100 vendors and non-profit booths.  There may be a 

“tiny house” which is on tour at the event.  Blue Star Equiculture will be there with their 

draft horses.  Stephanie reported that participants should be either local businesses or 

have a sustainable product.  We need more demonstrations!   



9. Stephanie has scheduled a meeting for Wednesday, February 25 at 12:00 noon - 1:00pm 

in the Amherst Town Hall to begin planning for Amherst Bee Week, which is scheduled 

for April 25 – May 1.  Jonathan Mirin from Piti Theater will be in attendance as well as 

several other community members.  

10. Stephanie also hopes to create a pollinator garden at the new Fort River Community 

Farm.   This would serve as a demonstration site to teach and encourage others to build 

more pollinator gardens.  Klaus suggested that Sirius might be willing to build a 

pollinator garden as well.   

11. Devin Lafferty reported on his work trying to create a farm to school program with local 

schools. He is talking with Shutesbury and Leverett Elementary Schools.  There will be 

field trips to Sirius as well as educational events in the schools.  He hopes to help build 

gardens in the schools next year.    

12. Michelle Nikfarfam reported on the Amherst School Garden Project.  Michelle and 

several other students are working with Sarah Berquist and her new Stockbridge class, 

STOCKSCH 297 AL - Agricultural Leadership and Community Education.  They will be 

working with the schools to support the gardens as well as educational events.  They will 

be tabling locally, writing grants for tools and seeds.  They will also be fund raising for 

the project at All Things Local.   

13. Stephanie reported on a workshop on Farming and Wetland Regulations sponsored by the 

Amherst Agricultural Commission and the Agricultural Commission. 

14. The meeting adjourned at 1:15pm.  Klaus offered to give a tour of Sirius to those who 

wanted to walk about.    


