
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 
December 17, 2014 

 
Attending: Gabor Lukacs, Michelle Nikfarjam, Juiette Carvajal , Elayne Berger, Glenroy Buchannan,  

Rebecca Fricke, Mary Jo Maffei, Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), and John Gerber (recorder).   

1. Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed the group and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  

2. John gave a brief report on the Saturday and Sunday workshop series.  There was a good discussion 

on potential speakers and topics.  We are now managing two workshop series.  John has been 

organizing weekly workshops at All Things Local on Sunday afternoons.  For information, see: 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/sustainability-sunday/.   Becky Reed has taken responsibility for 

weekly workshops at the Saturday Farmers Market at the Middle School.  For information, see: 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/saturday-market/. 

3. Gabor and Mary Jo reported on their proposed “kid-friendly” education project in partnership with 

the Hitchcock Center and Kestral Trust. The folks at Hitchcock proposed a program with the 

campers during Spring Break and a follow up with an event at the Sustainability Festival.  It needs 

to be a hands-on and action-oriented for the kids.  Gabor thought we need to create a forum to 

discuss how to promote local food.  These seem to be two separate ideas (both good).  Gabor and 

Mary Jo will continue to explore these two ideas.   

4. Grow Food Amherst is willing to work toward becoming a Bee Friendly Community.  Toward that 

goal, we can: 

a. Do a theater event at the Sustainability Festival 

b. Do a workshop at the Saturday Market 

c. Do a scientific talk 

d. Movie screening 

e. Fort River School Habitat garden 

f. Hitchcock Bee Garden 

g. UMass Agricultural Learning Center garden 

h. School challenge to make bee friendly hats and signs 

i. Flower seeds sold by the PGO’s  

j. What else?   

5. Stephanie will organize a Bee Week subcommittee.   Amherst Bee Week is April 25 to May 1. 

6. The Sustainability Festival is April 25.  If anyone has ideas for workshops, please contact 

Stepahanie at; CiccarelloS@amherstma.gov. 

7. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The next meeting of the Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee is scheduled for 12:00 

Noon on Wednesday, January 21.  All are invited and encouraged to join us! 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/sustainability-sunday/

