
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 
May 21, 2014 

 
Attending: Emma Golden, Aaron E.J.,  Karen Ribeiro, Steve Herbert, Sue Morello, David Ziomek, David 

        Lovler, Mary Jo Maffei, Larry Ely, Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), and John Gerber (recorder).    

Regrets from Rebecca Fricke and Abby Getman (who were there in spirit). 

1. Stephanie Ciccarello welcomed the group and asked everyone to introduce themselves.    

2. Dave Ziomek spoke about the Fort River Farm Conservation area. Dave is actively working to 

move the purchase forward by June 30, which is the closing date.  He thanked Grow Food Amherst 

for our efforts to convince Town Meeting to support the CPA funding proposal.   Interesting 

discussion followed.   Stephanie is working on some grants to support the Sharing Garden.  Aaron 

Drysdale will chair the Sharing Garden Planning Committee.  Stephanie and Aaron will be looking 

for sub-committee members in the near future. 

3. Sue Morello and Mary Jo  Maffei reported that the Rolling Green Apartments are not able to open 

up garden space this summer but are interested in doing it for next summer.  Sue will talk to the 

folks at Village Park, which may be interested.      

4. Steve Herbert reported on his demonstration project at 911 North Pleasant St., the new UMass 

Agricultural Learning Center.   For pictures from last year, see: 

http://www.growfoodamherst.org/garden_demo/ There is also a garden where Stockbridge students 

are growing food for Not Bread Alone and the Amherst Survival Center.  See: 

http://food4allamherst.wordpress.com/  

5. David Lovler volunteered to lead a tour of local gardens, including community gardens, in August. 

6. Sarah Berquist and Aaron Drysdale continue to work with Wildwood and Fort River gardens. Their 

web page is: http://amherstschoolgardens.com/  

7. John asked if anyone wanted to do events at the Wednesday Farmers Market.  Sue Morello and 

Emma Golden volunteered to organize a “Potted plant for papa” event on June 11.  John will 

provide the plants and Sue and Emma will organize the event.  David Lovler will invite a story 

teller. The schedule is on the web: http://www.growfoodamherst.org/wednesday_market_events/  

8. Stephanie is looking on ideas for the National Food Day on 24.  We need ideas! 

9. Karen Rebeiro is writing a book and would like to facilitate a community discussion on what people 

remember about their agricultural roots and their relationship to food and soil.  Grow Food Amherst 

will help publicize this community activity.  

10. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 

The next meeting of the Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee is scheduled for 12:00 

Noon on Wednesday, June 18.  All are invited and encouraged to join us! 
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