
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Amherst Town Hall 
 
Attending:  Ezra Marcus, Jose LaSalle, Brent Holiday, Matt Kotfila, Rebecca Fricke (recording), 
Stephanie Cicarrello (chair) 
Regrets:  John Gerber, Phyllis Keenan 
 

1. The Giving Garden:  Matt Kotfila introduced himself and told the group about his path 
to gardening and his pending proposal for the Wentworth conservation farm land.  He 
talked about what he would like to do and said that the Sharing Garden was just like his 
idea.  He has worked with Many Hands Farm in Amherst and has a working relationship 
with Not Bread Alone.  Stephanie gave him information about the Sharing Garden 
concept at Fort River Farm - what has been done there and what has been talked 
about.  She encouraged Matt to be in touch with her about how he can get involved.  He 
would like to pursue both the FR Farm project as well as Wentworth. 

 
2. Seed Saving events will be in January and February.  When Stephanie has the details she 

will let the group know. 
 

3. Jose LaSalle then talked about the Biostead Initiative.  UMass students and local 
community members are invited to get involved.  Jose will take responsibility for 
showing the "Garbage Warrior" movie.  This will be a public event to highlight the work 
that is being done by this group at UMASS.  They would like a lot of public support and 
interest.  Stephanie said she would try to reserve the room and that the Jones library could 
be their back-up. 

 
4. Amherst Sustainability Festival - looking for people to run workshops.  Matt said he 

would like to do one.  The Biostead people were encouraged to have a booth. 
 

5. Winter Gardening workshop was put off till next meeting. 
 
Next meeting – Wednesday, January 20th  from 12:00pm-1:30pm in 

Amherst Town Hall First Floor Meeting Room 
 
 
 
 
 


