
Grow Food Amherst Steering Committee 

Amherst Town Hall 
February 26, 2014 

 
Attending: Aaron E-J,  Sue Morello, David Lovler, Ally Sullivan, Aaron Drysdale, Rebecca Fricke, Emma Golden, 

Marina Templeton, Stephanie Ciccarello (chair), and John Gerber (recorder).   

1. John Gerber reported on the weekly workshop series at the Amherst Winter Farmer’s Market.  The 

presentations have been terrific but the participation has been uneven (from about 10 to 25).  The series  

has been well-received by the public and there has been a “buzz” about the events.  We need to decide if 

this is the best venue for workshops in the future.  

2. Sue Morello spoke about her project to encourage more gardening at apartment complexes in Amherst.  

She and Mary Jo are working with Rolling Green.  She has a flyer to share with residents.  Anyone 

interested in helping should contact Sue at smorrello@yahoo.com.   

3. Aaron Drysdale spoke about a meeting she and Stephanie had to discuss the proposed Sharing Garden at 

the Fort River Farm.  The garden will provide food for the food insecure and serve as a place for school 

programs.  They are thinking about working with the Amherst Senior Center and Craig’s Place.    

4. Stephanie spoke about plans for a spring 2014 workshop in partnership with the Master Gardeners of 

Western Massachusetts.  We discussed possible topics for another workshop in Town Hall.  The topics 

being considered are composting and possibly using biochar, cover cropping, seed saving and seed 

exchange, habitat for pollinators, and possibly container gardening.  Marina Templeton will try to find 

presenters from the Western Massachusetts Master Gardeners.   

5. The Sustainability Festival is scheduled for Saturday, April 26.  GFA might offer workshops on “Lasagna” 

Gardening  and How to Build a Mobile Backyard Poultry Pen.   

6. Emma Golden proposed we partner around a community chicken slaughter timed for 12 weeks after chick 

arrival.  Emma can promote it at the Sustainability Festival and arrange to have the MPPU available.  GFA 

will help promote this project.   

7. Ally Sullivan from Kestral Trust has a group of volunteers who could help with projects.  She is building 

raised gardens for handicap accessibility at Applewood.  Anyone interested should contact Ally at: 

outreach@kestreltrust.org . 

8. Marina asked if GFA might be interested in a cooperative project to highlight the problems with atrazine 

herbicide.  The group thought might be more interest in problems with pesticides commonly used by 

homeowners.  Perhaps something about the “chemistry of gardening.”   

9. Stephanie and Rebecca Fricke announced plans for a public meeting on April 15 at 7:00pm  on Science of 

GMO’s.  A UMass professor will discuss the non-political aspects of GMO’s.   

10. Sarah Berquist sent an update by email.  She and Aaron Drysdale will be conducting a winter root vegetable 

taste test with the 2nd grade class at Wildwood.  They have also scheduled dates for pea planting.  

11. The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.  
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